CHAP, vii                            HYACINTH                                  3I5

Hyacinth, wearing no wreaths, singing no paeans, eating
no bread, and behaving with great gravity. It was on this
day probably that the offerings were made at Hyacinth's
tomb. Next day the scene was changed. All was joy and
bustle. The capital was emptied of its inhabitants, who
poured out in their thousands to witness and share the
festivities at Amyclae. Boys in high -girt tunics sang
hymns in honour of the god to the accompaniment of flutes
and lyres. Others, splendidly attired, paraded on horseback
in the theatre : choirs of youths chanted their native
ditties : dancers danced : maidens rode in wicker carriages
or went in procession to witness the chariot races : sacrifices
were offered in profusion : the citizens feasted their friends and
even their slaves.1 This outburst of gaiety may be supposed
to have celebrated the resurrection of Hyacinth and perhaps
also his ascension to heaven, which, as we have seen,
was represented on his tomb. However, it may be that the
ascension took place on the third day of the festival;
but as to that we know nothing. The sister who went
to heaven with him was by some identified with Artemis or
Persephone.2

It is highly probable, as Erwin Rohde perceived,5 that Hyacinth
Hyacinth was an old aboriginal  deity of the underworld
who   had   been  worshipped  at Amyclae long  before the god,
Dorians invaded and conquered the country.    If that was
so, the story of his relation to Apollo must have been a who was
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comparatively late invention, an attempt of the newcomers -m j^oon
to fit the ancient god of the land into their own mythical ^^ **

invasion

system, in order that he  might extend his protection to of the
them.     On this theory it may not be without significance DoriaM-

called   Hyacinthius,   which   probably     the month is correct, it would famish
took its name from the Hyacinthian     an argument for dating   the Spartan
festival.      The  month  is  thought to     festival of Hyacinth in June also.   The
correspond to the Athenian Scirophorion     question is too intricate to be discussed
and therefore to June.    See E. Bischof,     here.
"De fastis Graecorum antiquioribus,"         l Athenaeus,  iv.   17, pp.   139 sq.
Lcipzigtr Studim fur classische Philo-     Strabo speaks (vi 3. 2, p. 278} of a
logie,  vii.   (1884)  pp.   369  sg., 381,      contest   at the Hyadnthian festival
384, 410, 414 sq. ; G. Dittenberger,      It may have been the chariot races
Syllogc Inscriptionum Graccarum* voL      mentioned by Athenaeus.
i. pp. 396, 607, Nos. 614, note 3, 744,         2 Hesychius, s.v. HoX^oto.
note l.    If this latter identification of        3 E. Rohde, PsycJu? L 137 jyy.